
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of Worship 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

April 3, 2016 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 
PASTORAL STAFF:      Gregory Knox Jones, Head of Staff  

                                    Sudie Niesen Thompson, Associate Pastor 
      Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant 
      Tom Stout, Parish Associate 

 
CHURCH EDUCATOR:    Susan Moseley 
 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:   Debbie Brown 
 
MUSIC STAFF:       Paul Fleckenstein, Organist/Director of Music  
      Section Leaders/Soloists: Diana Milburn, Sharon Babcock,   
                                                              Hunter Torggler, Jerry Polman 
      Children’s Music Student Directors: Kourtney Bastianelli  

      and Nicole Maragus 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here 
or join us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and 
empowering people – whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the 
transforming power of Christ in our congregation, community and the world beyond. 

 
 
 

 
1502 West 13th Street ♦ Wilmington, DE 19806 ♦ 302-654-5214 ♦ www.wpc.org 

An Earth Care Congregation of the PC (USA) 
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This Morning at Westminster 

 

8:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. The Holy Toast Café, in Community Hall, offers free coffee, tea, and fellowship. 
Breakfast items are available for one dollar per item.   

 

Deacon Team of the Month 
Barry Cobb, Teisha Fooks, Kris Marvel, Susan McPheeters, Carol Neff, Kris Ruebling-Jass 

 
8:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Nursery for babies and toddlers 
 

9:00 – 9:55 a.m.  Worship with communion in the Sanctuary 
 

  After TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN, if you wish, your children may leave the   
  Sanctuary and go to:   

 

 Godly Care – Children ages 2 – 4 experience simple worship rituals and learn 
key stories in the Bible.  They respond through crafts, songs and prayers.  Class 
meets in the Preschool Suite Classroom A. 

 

 Godly Play 1 – Children in Kindergarten through 2nd grade gather in the Ruth 
Christie Room to learn the language of God’s people through sacred space, 
stories, parables and liturgical actions. You may pick up your children in the 
Preschool Suite Classroom C. 

 

 Godly Play 2 does NOT meet today. A special Kids’ Notes bulletin is 
available for children in the 3rd – 5th grades to help them participate in the 
worship service.  If your child did not receive a Kids’ Notes as they entered the 
sanctuary, please ask an usher for a copy.   

 

10:10 a.m.  Education for All Ages     
 Sunday School for Preschoolers   Preschool Suite 
 Sunshine Choir for Grades K – 2   Classroom 7 
 D.R.U.M. for Grades 3 – 6    Youth Music Room 
 Middle Schoolers for Grades 6 – 9   Classroom 8 
 Adult Education Classes    See page 7 

 

11:15 a.m.  Living Mosaics worship with communion in Rodney Chapel. Children are always 
welcome in worship.  

   
11:30 a.m.  Flying Solo Brunch at Catherine Rooney’s  1616 Delaware Avenue 
 

12:00 p.m.  Fellowship Time after Living Mosaics   Meeting Room 
 

Later Today 
   
  1:00 p.m.  Homebound Communion    Members’ Homes 
   
  6:00 p.m.  Clean But Not Straight – NA    Club Room 
 

  8:00 p.m.  AA       Club Room 
 
 
Westminster is certified as an “Earth Care Congregation” by the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
This honor means that we have exhibited exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation 
and being good stewards of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and 
advocacy. We are one of 140 congregations (out of more than 10,000) that has earned this 
distinction. 
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The flowers in the Sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jack and Janet Foster 
and Sara Jane Evans and Charles Pfleegor by Ann Foster and Chip Pfleegor. 
 

Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, while 
expressing praise and thanksgiving to God.  Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 
or lwatson@ycst.com.  Dates available are May 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29. 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers:   
 

 Those recently hospitalized: John Bowman and Tone Truitt. 
 

 Westminster’s homebound family who can no longer attend worship with us, by sending a card, saying a 
prayer, or visiting.  This week we ask you to remember Hazel Gregory and Betty Murchison at Maris Grove 
and Frieda Tice at home. 

 

 Alex Sprague, who is participating in the Young Adult Volunteer Program in Chinook, Montana. 
 

Westminster’s Covenant Prayer Group prays weekly for specific needs of the faith community. You may submit 
a prayer request by leaving a confidential message on 302-654-5848, ext. 335, or filling out a prayer request card 
(in the pew pocket) and placing it in the offering plate. 
 
Afghanistan often seems far away, and we may neglect to realize that Americans, as well as Afghans and members 
of coalition forces continue to die.  As Christians, we are called to pray for the spreading of peace and justice and 
an end to violence.  If someone in your family is serving in the military, please let us know, so that we may include 
that person on our prayer list.  Contact Colleen Falasco: 302-654-5214 ext. 131, or cfalasco@wpc.org. 
 

This week we pray for 
 Those known to the WPC Community presently serving in various locations:   

Matthew Burton, nephew of Greg and Camilla Jones 
Brian Gorman, grandson of Art and Barbara Gorman 
Jeremy Lushnat, nephew of Arch and Melody Layman 
Rev. Susannah Tulloch, of the New Castle Presbytery 
 

 Those who have returned from service, possibly suffering from wounds or Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, whose scars may by deep and long-lasting. 

 

 
 

 

Are you wearing a nametag?  Whether you are a long-time member or new to the church, wearing a nametag 
provides others the opportunity to meet you, greet you by name, and for you to become more familiar with others 
at church.  You will find nametags and markers in baskets at all major entrances. 
 

Worship Resources – You may obtain large print hymnals and hearing devices from any usher.  Worship bags for 
children ages 3-6 include a children’s bulletin designed for them.  Children’s bulletins for ages 7-12 are also 
available from the ushers. 
 

All children who leave the sanctuary after Children’s Time must have a completed yellow security label on their 
back.  If you do not find a security label in the pew pocket, you may obtain one in the Preschool Suite. This policy 
is for your child’s protection.  Thank you for your help. 
 

You may make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website 
www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND PRAYER

WORSHIP NOTES 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

MUSIC OF THE TOWER BELLS Craig Checkel 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
Jesus, light of our hearts, since your resurrection, you always come to us. 
Whatever point we may be at, you are always waiting for us. 
And you tell us: Come to me, you who are overburdened, and you will find relief. 
 

- Brother Roger of Taizé , France from Prayers Encircling the World 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
CHORAL PRELUDE   “This Is the Day” James Melby 

    Westminster Choir 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Oh, give thanks 
to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures for ever! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,  
Jesus came and stood among the disciples and said: Peace be with you! 

The Risen Christ is with us now, offering us the gift of peace.  
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
 We too have seen the Lord. Let us rejoice and give thanks! 
Let us worship God! 
 

*HYMN NO. 234   “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” ST. KEVIN 
 
PRAYER 

 

Living God, 
When our Risen Lord appeared to his disciples,  

he greeted them in peace  
and breathed the Holy Spirit upon them.  

Breathe your Spirit upon us, 
 as we gather to welcome Christ 
 with glad hearts and joyful voices. 
Meet us here, we pray; 

open our ears to hear you speaking 
and our hearts to respond with joy. 

Fashion us into an Easter people, 
and send us out 
to proclaim what we have seen and heard: 

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Amen. 
 
 

At the asterisk (*), please stand as you are able. 
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN   Tom Stout 

 
Children through 2nd grade may leave for Godly Care and Godly Play 1.  Children in the 3rd grade and older  

will remain in worship with their families and participate in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON John 20:19-31 New Testament, page 101 
  Dave Mathé, Lay Reader 
   
SERMON “Throw Open the Doors” Sudie Niesen Thompson 
 
OFFERING 
 

“How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister  
in need and yet refuses help?”  (1 John 3:17) 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “Blessed Are They” Jean Pasquet 

 

Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed. 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  
 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,  
he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 

Then their eyes were opened  
and they recognized him. 

This is the Lord’s table. 
Christ invites all who trust in him  
to share the feast which he has prepared. 

 
HYMN NO. 240 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks” ALLELUIA NO. 1 
 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  

The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
SANCTUS (Hymn No. 562)  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (Hymn No. 563) 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
AMEN (Hymn No. 564)  
 

Amen, amen, amen. Amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (page 35 in our Glory to God hymnal, using “debts” and “debtors”) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  
  

The Lord’s Supper is open to all who trust in Christ. 
When you approach a communion station, please take a piece of bread, 

the symbol of Christ’s love for you, and dip it in the cup, representing the new life in Christ. 
If you are unable to come to a station, please tell an usher so that you may be served. 

Those sitting in the balcony will be served in their pews. 
For those who have wheat allergies, we provide gluten-free rice crackers with the communion bread. 

 
PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION 
 

Loving God, we rejoice that you have made yourself known in broken bread, in wine poured 
out, and in the fellowship of friends. May the meal we have shared renew our faith and 
strengthen us for service, so that all we do might bear witness to your love and grace. In the 
name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.   

  
*HYMN     “At the Font We Start Our Journey” Tune: LAUDA ANIMA 

 
1. At the font we start our journey, 
    in the Easter faith baptized; 
    doubts and fears no longer blind us, 
    by the light of Christ surprised. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Hope held out and realized. 

2. At the pulpit we are fashioned 
    by the Easter tale retold 
    into witnesses and prophets, 
    by the power of Christ made bold. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Faith proclaimed, yet still untold. 

 
3. At the table we are nourished 
    with the Easter gift of bread; 
    in our breaking it to pieces 
    see the love of Christ outspread. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Life embraced, yet freely shed. 

4. At the door we are commissioned, 
    now the Easter victory's won, 
    to restore a world divided 
    to the peace of Christ as one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Easter's work must still be done. 

 
 

Words: Jeffrey Rowthorn 1991 © Hope Publishing Company 
Music: John Goss © The Pilgrim Press. Used with Permission: Onelicense.net A-715702 
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BENEDICTION   
 

CHORAL POSTLUDE    Robert Wetzler 
 

    Receive the Holy Spirit.  Peace be with you. 
 

GOING FORTH 
 

If you are visiting with us and wish to learn more about our church family, we invite you  
to meet today’s ambassador, Marlys Kerr, following the service.  She is happy to share  

information about our many programs for children, youth and adults. 
 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    
Adult Education Classes This Morning 

 
The Age of Great Dreams: America in the 1960s 
Classroom 6 
Presenters – Don Beddie, Dick May, and Tom Stout 
 

Inspired by the book by David Farber, The Age of Great Dreams: America in the 1960s, our presenters will give an overview 
of the cultural, political, and religious landscape of the 1960s. The presentation will be a promotional teaser for a three‐
part series to be offered in the fall of 2016. 

 
Membership Exploration Classes 
Classroom 5 
 

Are you interested in learning more about Westminster?  Have you been considering membership?  Please join us to 
explore Presbyterian values and life as a member of WPC. We look forward to sharing with you. 
 
Revelation:  A series using the lectures of Professor Craig R. Koester from Luther Seminary  
Through May 1, 2016 

Classroom 3 

Facilitators – Jill Getty, Bob Cox, and Margo Reign 
 

Exiled to the island of Patmos over 1,900 years ago, a prophet named John wrote a remarkable letter to fellow Christians. 
That letter is the Apocalypse of John, also known as the book of Revelation. The Greek word for apocalypse is “disclosure,” 
and John’s book discloses dimensions of two age‐old mysteries: the character of evil and the nature of hope. Because the 
series is 24 sessions (classes began in the fall), the facilitators will establish a way to make notes from each session available 
to participants. 

  



8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2016 DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER 
~ MATTHEW FOX ~ 

 

April 8, 9, and 10 
 

The Christian Mystics 
 

Cosponsored by The Community for Integrative Learning 
and Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

If you would like to hear from a 21st Century cutting-edge theologian, you 
may find Fox to be both inspiring and provocative. He will explore the path 
of Christian Mysticism with insightful commentary on the thoughts of some 
of history’s greatest religious visionaries. 
 

Matthew Fox will speak on Friday night, Saturday morning and Sunday 
morning. Prepare to have your spiritual self stretched! The Friday and 
Saturday portions will be fee-based, but not the Sunday adult education 
talk. For more information and to register, visit: www.cil-de.org 

 
 

The Peace Drums 
Steel Band is coming 

to Wilmington! 
 

Wednesday, April 13, 2016 
7:30 p.m. 

Cab Calloway School of Arts 
 

Don’t miss the opportunity to experience this vital and unique grassroots peacemaking effort! The Peace 
Drums Project brings together middle school students, their teachers, school administrators and parents 
of the three Abrahamic faiths in Israel, and also leaders in the Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities
in Northern Delaware. Admission is free and donations will be encouraged. 

 


