
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of Worship 
5th Sunday in Lent 

March 13, 2016 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 
PASTORAL STAFF:      Gregory Knox Jones, Head of Staff  

                                    Sudie Niesen Thompson, Associate Pastor 
      Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant 
      Tom Stout, Parish Associate 

 
CHURCH EDUCATOR:    Susan Moseley 
 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:   Debbie Brown 
 
MUSIC STAFF:       Paul Fleckenstein, Organist/Director of Music  
      Section Leaders/Soloists: Diana Milburn, Sharon Babcock,   
                                                              Hunter Torggler, Jerry Polman 
      Children’s Music Student Directors: Kourtney Bastianelli  

      and Nicole Maragus 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here 
or join us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and 
empowering people – whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the 
transforming power of Christ in our congregation, community and the world beyond. 
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2 

This Morning at Westminster 
 

8:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. The Holy Toast Café, in Community Hall, offers free coffee, tea, and fellowship. 
Breakfast items are available for one dollar per item.   

 

Deacon Team of the Month 
Lola Miller, Cassandra Piovoso, Sharlym Torres, Pam White, Sandy White 

 

8:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Nursery for babies and toddlers 
 

9:00 – 9:55 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

  After TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN, if you wish, your children may leave the   
  Sanctuary and go to:   

 

 Godly Care – Children ages 2 – 4 experience simple worship rituals and learn 
key stories in the Bible.  They respond through crafts, songs and prayers.  Class 
meets in the Preschool Suite Classroom A. 

 

 Godly Play 1 – Children in Kindergarten through 2nd grade gather in the Ruth 
Christie Room to learn the language of God’s people through sacred space, 
stories, parables and liturgical actions. You may pick up your children in the 
Preschool Suite Classroom C. 

 

 Godly Play 2 – Children in grades 3 through 5 meet upstairs in the Meeting 
Room.  The stories in Godly Play 2 are longer and the work/response time 
offers added variety for the interests and abilities of older children.  You may 
pick up your children in the Preschool Suite Classroom C. 

 

10:10 a.m.  Education for All Ages     
 Sunday School for Preschoolers   Preschool Suite 
 Sunshine Choir for Grades K – 2   Classroom 7 
 D.R.U.M. for Grades 3 – 6    Youth Music Room 
 Middle Schoolers for Grades 6 – 9   Classroom 8 
 Adult Education Classes    See page 6 

 

11:15 a.m.  Living Mosaics worship in Rodney Chapel. Children are always welcome in 
worship.  

   

12:00 p.m.  Fellowship Time after Living Mosaics   Meeting Room 
 

Later Today 
 

  4:00 p.m.  Family Promise Ministry    Downstairs 
 

  5:15 p.m.  180° Dinner and Fellowship – High School  Cl. 6 and Community Hall 
   180° Middle Schoolers      Offsite 
 

  5:30 p.m.  Dinner with Dr. John and Gwenda Fletcher  Rodney Chapel and Meeting Room   
 
  6:00 p.m.  Clean But Not Straight – NA    Club Room 
 

  8:00 p.m.  AA       Club Room 
 
 

Westminster is certified as an “Earth Care Congregation” by the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
This honor means that we have exhibited exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation 
and being good stewards of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and 
advocacy. We are one of 140 congregations (out of more than 10,000) that has earned this 
distinction. 
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The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in appreciation of the Pastors, the entire staff, and 
the many volunteers who support them.  
 

The rosebud on the chancel this morning is in celebration of the birth of Madison Grace Wolanski, daughter of 
Kristen and John Wolanski, sister of Will Wolanski, and granddaughter of Susan Alexander.  
 

Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, while 
expressing praise and thanksgiving to God.  Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 
or lwatson@ycst.com.  Dates available are April 10, 17, and 24. 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers:   
 

 Those recently hospitalized: Julie Petrovick. 
 

 Westminster’s homebound family who can no longer attend worship with us, by sending a card, saying a 
prayer, or visiting.  This week we ask you to remember Roy and Liz Fahl, and Caroline Sparks, all at 
Stonegates. 

 

 Alex Sprague, who is participating in the Young Adult Volunteer Program in Chinook, Montana. 
 

Westminster’s Covenant Prayer Group prays weekly for specific needs of the faith community. You may submit 
a prayer request by leaving a confidential message on 302-654-5848, ext. 335, or filling out a prayer request card 
(in the pew pocket) and placing it in the offering plate. 
 
Afghanistan often seems far away, and we may neglect to realize that Americans, as well as Afghans and members 
of coalition forces continue to die.  As Christians, we are called to pray for the spreading of peace and justice and 
an end to violence.  If someone in your family is serving in the military, please let us know, so that we may include 
that person on our prayer list.  Contact Colleen Falasco: 302-654-5214 ext. 131, or cfalasco@wpc.org. 
 

This week we pray for 
 Those known to the WPC Community presently serving in various locations:   

Matthew Burton, nephew of Greg and Camilla Jones 
Brian Gorman, grandson of Art and Barbara Gorman 
Jeremy Lushnat, nephew of Arch and Melody Layman 
Rev. Susannah Tulloch, of the New Castle Presbytery 
 

 Those who have returned from service, possibly suffering from wounds or Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, whose scars may by deep and long-lasting. 

 

 
 

 

Are you wearing a nametag?  Whether you are a long-time member or new to the church, wearing a nametag 
provides others the opportunity to meet you, greet you by name, and for you to become more familiar with others 
at church.  You will find nametags and markers in baskets at all major entrances. 
 

All children who leave the sanctuary after Children’s Time must have a completed yellow security label on their 
back.  If you do not find a security label in the pew pocket, you may obtain one in the Preschool Suite. This policy 
is for your child’s protection.  Thank you for your help. 
 

You may make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website 
www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND PRAYER

WORSHIP NOTES 



4 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

MUSIC OF THE TOWER BELLS Sue Spilecki 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
When we see 
the body of Christ 
still broken in this world, 
may we meet it 
with lavish grace 
and pour ourselves out 
with extravagant love. 
 

~ Jan L. Richardson 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please sign your name and pass the friendship folder to the person next to you. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE    “Praise the Lord” Mary Ellen Pinzino 

    Sunshine Choir 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
We gather in Christ’s presence to worship the Anointed One. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us, and wash us with your grace.  
We gather in Christ’s presence to offer ourselves in service. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us, and help us show your love.  
 
CHORAL INTROIT 
 
*HYMN NO. 694 “Great God of Every Blessing” AURELIA 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
We confess, Anointed One, that we excuse ourselves 
from reaching out to those who need your care.  
We take your words – that there will always be unmet needs – 
as a reason not to try to meet the needs we can.  
Forgive us, and help us to change.  
Renew our determination to live 
as faithful followers, faithful disciples, faithful Christians.            
Help us to work with you for the well-being of your creation, 
that the fortunes of all your peoples may be restored. 

 

SILENCE 
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ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS (Inspired by Isaiah 43:18-19) 
 

 “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth!” 

Let us bear witness to God’s new life moving within and among us. 
Let us rejoice and give thanks! 

 

ANTHEM    “Jesus, Jesus, Let Us Tell You” arr. Richard Van Oss 
    D.R.U.M. Ensemble 

 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 
 

Children through Grade 5 may leave for Godly Care, Godly Play 1, and Godly Play 2, or they may remain in worship. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON John 12:1-8 New Testament, page 92 
  Suzie Hurlock, Lay Reader 
 
SERMON “Offensive Grace” Sudie Niesen Thompson 
 
*HYMN NO. 704 “To My Precious Lord” TO MY PRECIOUS LORD 
 Verses 1 and 3 
 

OFFERING 
 

“Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your 
hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.’” – Deuteronomy 15:11 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “Sheep May Safely Graze” J. S. Bach 
    Westminster Choir 
 

Sheep may safely graze and pasture 
In a watchful shepherd’s sight. 
Those who rule, with wisdom guiding, 
Bring to hearts a peace abiding, 
Bless a land with joy made bright. 
Like a shepherd God doth guide us 
Into pastures calm and blest; 
Safe we lie by peaceful waters, 

   And like sheep securely rest 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
*HYMN NO. 766 “The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound” MC KEE 
 
BENEDICTION   

 

CHORAL POSTLUDE    John Dykes 
Jesus, the very thought of thee 
with sweetness fills my breast. 
But sweeter far thy face to see, 
and in thy presence rest. 

 

GOING FORTH 
 

If you are visiting with us and wish to learn more about our church family, we invite you  
to meet today’s ambassador, Lisa Stoddard, following the service.  She is happy to share  

information about our many programs for children, youth and adults. 
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Adult Education Classes This Morning 

 
New Dynamics in the Quest for Peace and Justice in Palestine/Israel 
Classroom 6 
 

Hear the voices of local Palestinian‐Americans, Mike Abel and Dr. George Zahn, and Jewish‐Americans, Dr. Robert Abel 
and Rabbi Douglas Krantz, as they present multiple and diverse perspectives on this conflict.  Our guests will share their 
on‐the‐ground experiences, thoughts on the obstacles to justice, and new pathways to achieve peace. We will have the 
opportunity to discuss the human rights  issues and our Christian call/duty to pursue  justice and peace  in this troubled 
land. Join us and bring your questions. 

 
Bible 101: An Overview of the New Testament 
Classroom 5, Presenter – The Rev. Tom Stout 
 

This class is especially for adults who have – or fear they have – little or no Bible knowledge. Participants will be introduced 

to the main genres in the New Testament: gospel, history, letter, and apocalyptic writing and will begin to discover the 

unique and transformative purpose of each. 

 
Revelation:  A series using the lectures of Professor Craig R. Koester from Luther Seminary  
Through May 1, 2016 

Classroom 3, Facilitators – Jill Getty, Bob Cox, and Margo Reign 
 

Exiled to the island of Patmos over 1,900 years ago, a prophet named John wrote a remarkable letter to fellow Christians. 
That letter is the Apocalypse of John, also known as the book of Revelation. The Greek word for apocalypse is “disclosure,” 
and John’s book discloses dimensions of two age‐old mysteries: the character of evil and the nature of hope. Because the 
series is 24 sessions (classes began in the fall), the facilitators will establish a way to make notes from each session available 
to participants. 
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