
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of Worship 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 15, 2015 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here or join 
us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and empowering 
people – whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the transforming power of Christ 
in our congregation, community and the world beyond. 
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This Morning at Westminster 
 

8:30 a.m.  The Holy Toast Café, in Community Hall, offers free coffee, tea, and fellowship. 
Breakfast items are available for one dollar per item.   

 

Deacon Team of the Month 
Bill Kaye, Barry Cobb, Sue Frost, Laura Holmes, Lola Miller, Cassandra Piovoso, Mark Shiflett 

 

8:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Nursery for babies and toddlers 
 

9:00 – 9:55 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

  After TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN, if you wish, your children may leave the   
  Sanctuary and go to:   

 

 Godly Care – Children ages 2 – 4 experience simple worship rituals and learn 
key stories in the Bible.  They respond through crafts, songs and prayers.  Class 
meets in the Preschool Suite Classroom A. 

 

 Godly Play 1 – Children in Kindergarten through 2nd grade gather in the Ruth 
Christie Room to learn the language of God’s people through sacred space, 
stories, parables and liturgical actions. See page 5 for pickup information. 

 

 Godly Play 2 – Children in grades 3 through 5 meet upstairs in the Meeting 
Room.  The stories in Godly Play 2 are longer and the work/response time 
offers added variety for the interests and abilities of older children.  See page 
5 for pickup information. 

 

10:00 a.m.  Congregational Meeting in the Sanctuary 
 

10:30 a.m.  Welcome Reception for Sudie Niesen Thompson  Community Hall  
 

11:00 a.m.  Adult Handbell Ensemble    Classroom B 
 

11:30 a.m.  Flying Solo Brunch at Catherine Rooney’s   1616 Delaware Avenue 
 

Later Today 
   
  1:00 p.m.  Ulster Project Information Session   Grace Hall 
 

  5:15 p.m.  180° @ Bellevue State Park    
  

  6:00 p.m.  Clean But Not Straight – NA    Club Room 
 

  8:00 p.m.  AA       Club Room 
 
 
 
 

Westminster is certified as an “Earth Care Congregation” by the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
This honor means that we have exhibited exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation 
and being good stewards of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and 
advocacy. We are one of 140 congregations (out of more than 10,000) that has earned this 
distinction. 
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The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God by Ralph Lewis in loving memory of his 
grandmother, mother and aunt. 
 

Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, while 
expressing praise and thanksgiving to God.  Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 
or lwatson@ycst.com. 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers:   
 

 Those recently hospitalized: Jeanne Butz, Judith Hoopes, Bonita Piekarski. 
 

 Westminster’s homebound family who can no longer attend worship with us, by sending a card, saying a 
prayer, or visiting.  This week we ask you to remember Cappy Hanke, Hans Krahmer and Jane Laird, all of 
Stonegates. 
 

Westminster’s Covenant Prayer Group prays weekly for specific needs of the faith community. You may submit 
a prayer request by leaving a confidential message on 302-654-5848, ext. 335, or filling out a prayer request card 
(in the pew pocket) and placing it in the offering plate. 
 
Afghanistan often seems far away, and we may neglect to realize that Americans, as well as Afghans and members 
of coalition forces continue to die.  As Christians, we are called to pray for the spreading of peace and justice and 
an end to violence.  If someone in your family is serving in the military, please let us know, so that we may include 
that person on our prayer list.  Contact Colleen Falasco: 302-654-5214 ext. 131, or cfalasco@wpc.org. 
 

This week we pray for 
 Those known to the WPC Community presently serving in various locations:   

Brian Gorman 
 

 Those who have returned from service, possibly suffering from wounds or Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, whose scars may by deep and long-lasting. 

 

 
 

 

Worship Resources – You may obtain large print hymnals and hearing devices from any usher.  Worship bags for 
children ages 3-6 include a children’s bulletin designed for them.  Children’s bulletins for ages 7-12 are also 
available from the ushers. 
 

All children who leave the sanctuary after Children’s Time must have a completed yellow security label on their 
back.  If you do not find a security label in the pew pocket, you may obtain one in the Preschool Suite. This policy 
is for your child’s protection.  Thank you for your help. 
 

Are you wearing a nametag?  Whether you are a long-time member or new to the church, wearing a nametag 
provides others the opportunity to meet you, greet you by name, and for you to become more familiar with others 
at church.  You will find nametags and markers in baskets at all major entrances. 
 

You may make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website 
www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone. 

 
 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND PRAYER

WORSHIP NOTES 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
MUSIC OF THE TOWER BELLS  Craig Checkel 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 

Loving God, may there always be two thousand acres of sky above me. 
May there always be the story of the earth beneath me. 
May there always be the song of the air between us. 
And may the love that shook creation from your hand, shake me alive, that I may walk your way, now and 
always.  Amen.  Roddy Hamilton 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE   Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend J. S. Bach 

    (Lord Jesus Christ, be present now) 
 

Please sign your name and pass the friendship folder to the person next to you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my God! 
 There is no Holy One like the Lord; there is no Rock like our God. 
The pillars of the earth are the Lord's; on them God has set the world. 
 Our hearts exult in the Lord. Let us worship God!  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

 
*HYMN NO. 641 “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” ENGELBERG 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Almighty God – there is none like you.  
 You have called us to ways of justice and righteousness; 
 You guard our feet, but we wander from your path.  
 We confess the ways we have failed to do your work. 
 You are the God who raises the poor from the dust,  
 but we often pass by those in need. 
 You are the God who satisfies the hungry, 
 but we do not share from our abundance. 
 Forgive us when we do not live as your faithful ones,  
 and shape us into the disciples you call us to be.  
 In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 

At the asterisk (*), please stand as you are able. 
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN    
 

Children through Grade 5 may leave for Godly Care, Godly Play 1, and Godly Play 2, or they may remain in worship. 
 
ANTHEM    “Those Who Are Wise” Carl Schalk 

    Westminster Choir 
 

Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament; and those who 
turn many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

 

TELLING OF THE SCRIPTURE STORY 1 Samuel 1:4-28    
 Shelley Gnade, Mary-beth Howard, and Jon McPheeters, storytellers 

 Westminster By Heart 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE   “Listen, God Is Calling” Anonymous Swahili hymn 
 
SERMON    “Lent to the Lord” Sudie Niesen Thompson 
 
*HYMN NO. 100   “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Voice” STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 
  
OFFERING 

 

“Some give freely, yet grow all the richer; others withhold what is due, and only suffer want.” 
(Proverbs 11:24) 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   “Who’ll Be a Witness For My Lord” arr. Jester Hairston 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (page 35 in our Glory to God hymnal, using “debts” and “debtors”) 
 
*HYMN NO. 767 “Together We Serve” SAN ANSELMO 
 
BENEDICTION   

 
ORGAN POSTLUDE   Toccata in D minor Max Reger 
 
GOING FORTH 

 
Due to the congregational meeting and reception following worship, children in our Godly Play programs 

will be escorted by their teachers to their 10:TEN programs. Children in Godly Play 1  
(Kindergarten – 2nd Grade) will be led downstairs to classroom 7 for Sunshine Choir and children in  
Godly Play 2 (Grades 3 – 5) will be led to the youth music room for D.R.U.M. The children’s 10:TEN 

programs will conclude at 10:45 this Sunday. Please pick up your child promptly at that time.  
 

If you are visiting with us and wish to learn more about our church family,  
we invite you to meet today’s ambassadors, Ellie and Don Furry, following the congregational meeting.   

They are happy to share information about our many programs for children, youth and adults. 
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CALL FOR SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
“At the request of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, the Session is calling a Special 
Meeting of the Congregation of Westminster Presbyterian Church to be held November 15 
immediately following the 9 a.m. worship service in the sanctuary for the purpose of conducting the 
following business:  (1) to hear the report of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee and to 
vote on extending a call to their candidate, The Reverend Sudie Niesen Thompson, for the position 
of Associate Pastor (2) to vote to thank and then disband the Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee; and (3) to appoint a representative to report on the Congregational Meeting to the 
Presbytery at their next Stated Meeting on December 5, 2015.” 

By Order of the Session: 
Gregory Knox Jones, Moderator 

Jeanne Checkel, Clerk 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Gregory K. Jones, Head of Staff 

Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant 
Tom Stout, Parish Associate 

 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:  Debbie Brown 

 
CHURCH EDUCATOR: Susan Moseley 

 
MUSIC STAFF 

Paul Fleckenstein, Organist/Director of Music 
Section Leaders/Soloists: Diana Milburn, Sharon Babcock, Hunter Torggler, Jerry Polman 

Mary Beth Davis, Director of Music for Children, Youth and Handbells 
Children's Music Student Directors:  Kourtney Bastianelli and Nicole Maragus 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM 

Susan Moseley, Mary Beth Davis, Mike Gnade 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Susan Alexander, Reception Area Supervisor 

Paul Crothamel, Director of Facilities and Security 
Colleen Falasco, Operations Assistant 

Nicole Hughes, Director of Communication and Database Management 
Jerry Hunter, Financial Assistant 

Suzie Hurlock, Administrative Assistant 
Sextons:  Roger W. Atkins, Terrence Clarke, Robert King, Joan Truitt 

 
WORLDWIDE MINISTRY 

Guatemala – Leslie Vogel (CEDEPCA), Sandi and Brian Thompson-Royer, Rosario Diaz, Amanda Craft 
Kenya – JOHABETO Ruth and Martin Shikuku, Kitale, Kenya 

Congo – PCUSA Missionaries Bob and Kristi Rice, John and Gwenda Fletcher, Jeff and Kristi Boyd 
Ruth Brown, Timothee Kalonji Matadi, Cecilé de Sweemer, MD, Pastor Jean-Marc Katujudi Nkuna 

and Members of the Kamulumba-Ditalala Parish 
Ethiopia – Poko Medical Mission 

Mozambique – Macia Presbyterian Church 
Syrian Refugees in Lebanon and Jordan 

Peace Drums – Ibillin and Haifa 
Montana – Alex Sprague, Young Adult Volunteer 

 
SESSION 

Jen Barrington, Chad Chandler, Jeanne Checkel, Art Colbourn, Joe Daley, Rich Diver, Mary Field, Mike Gnade, 
Cathy Higgins, Carol Hogue, Barbara Jobe, Dick Jolly, Kali Kniel-Tolbert, Jen Mathé, Jon McPheeters, Mark Mosher, 

Roland Pamm, Polly Pyle-Carter, Roger Reinicker, Patti Ridout, Craig Stabler, Craig Wemmers, Helen Zumsteg 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
Liz Bacon, Fred Carspecken, Diane Chandler, Barry Cobb, Jean Custin, Tammy Daley, Nancy Diver, Teisha Fooks, 

Nicole Fox, Sue Frost, Tammy Holm, Laura Holmes, Bill Kaye, Hillary King, Cathy Lang, Kristen Marvel,  
Mary Lou McDowell, Lola Miller, Bob Moore, Carol Neff, Keith Pierce, Cassandra Piovoso, Elizabeth Poole,  
Robin Rosser, Kris Ruebling-Jass, Ann Shadduck, Mark Shiflett, Jerry Spilecki, Steve Stallone, Judy Stoffer,  

Natalia Thompson, Jennifer Trickey, Jennie Wagner, Gen Wallace-Roe, Sue Weissinger 
 

TRUSTEES 
Gary Bryde, Jim Carter, John Doyle, Bobbe Hoy, Lynne Kielhorn, Charles McDowell,  

John McFarland, Bill Nace, Mary Lu Pamm, Stephen Poole, Kris Qualls 
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Gratitude  
 

 

 

 
Day 1: Three Blessings 
Recall and write down three good things that happened today for which you could give other people some 
credit. Include anything that went well, both the big and the small things in your day. Describe the positive 
experience; list why that particular experience went well, including as many reasons as you can. Writing 
down several words about why these things went well helps you to experience again the good things that 
happened. 
 

Day 2: To Whom for What? 
Today's focus is on being grateful TO someone FOR something. Think of the things in your life that you 
might be grateful or thankful for and the source or provider of these good things. Now, think back over your 
day today and write up to five things for which you are thankful and who provided this gift or benefit to you. 
 

Day 3: The Gifted Self 
What benefits or ''gifts" have you received in your life? These could be simple everyday pleasures, people 
in your life, personal strengths or talents, moments of natural beauty, or gestures of kindness from others. 
Be aware of your feelings and how you relish and savor this gift in your imagination. Take the time to be 
aware especially of the depth of your gratitude. A second part to this exercise is to ask yourself, "How can 
I give back to others as an appropriate response for the gratitude I feel?" Be creative; can you pay it 
forward? Perform an act of kindness? Teach a skill to a child? Passing on the gift is the best way to 
demonstrate gratitude for it.  
 

Day 4: Look to the Future 
When we believe a positive life event is about to end, we are more likely to appreciate it and make more of 
an effort to capitalize on the remaining time. Choose an activity, event, experience, or relationship that may 
be ending soon, with between one and three months remaining. Given how little time you have left, write 
about why you are grateful for it.  
 

Day 5: The Absence of Blessing 
Think about how a positive event or experience in your life might never have happened or might never have 
been part of your life. By taking something away in our minds, we become more aware of the benefits that 
we still have, but previously took for granted. Mentally subtracting something good from your life can make 
you more grateful for it. Describe with statements like, "I would never have known the incredible expanse 
of the Grand Canyon had we not taken that family trip a few years ago. I would have missed..." 
 

Day 6: The Gratitude Letter 
Write a letter to someone, expressing your gratitude for something they did. Describe specifically why you 
are grateful, how this person affected your life, and how often you reflect on his or her efforts. What did he 
or she do, and how does that still affect your life? This should be someone whom you have never properly 
taken the time to thank. Write it in your journal, or on stationery, or in an email and try for about 250 
words. You can decide whether or not to send it.  
 

Day 7: Bad to Good 
One strategy for cultivating gratitude is to "remember the bad." Think of your worst moments and focus on 
how you got through them, how you endured, survived, or overcame. List the positive aspects or 
consequences of this difficult experience. What kinds of things do you now feel thankful or grateful for? Has 
this event benefitted you as a person? Were there personal strengths that grew out of your experience? Can 
you be thankful for the beneficial consequences that have resulted?  


