
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of Worship 
1st Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2015 

9:00 a.m. 
 
 
PASTORAL STAFF:      Gregory Jones, Head of Staff  

                                    Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant 
      Tom Stout, Parish Associate 

 
CHURCH EDUCATOR:    Susan Moseley 
 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR:   Debbie Brown 
 
MUSIC STAFF:       Paul Fleckenstein, Organist/Director of Music  

Section Leaders/Soloists: Diana Milburn, Sharon Babcock,   
                                                              Hunter Torggler, Jerry Polman 

Mary Beth Davis, Director of Music for Children,  
     Youth and Handbells  

      Children's Music Student Directors:  Kourtney Bastianelli  
                                                                                 and Nicole Maragus 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here or 
join us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and 
empowering people – whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the transforming 
power of Christ in our congregation, community and the world beyond. 

 
 

 
1502 West 13th Street ♦ Wilmington, DE 19806 ♦ 302-654-5214 ♦ www.wpc.org 

An Earth Care Congregation of the PC (USA) 



 
 

This Morning at Westminster 
 

8:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. The Holy Toast Café, in Community Hall, offers free coffee, tea, and fellowship. 
Breakfast items are available for one dollar per item.   

 

Deacon Team of the Month 
Bill Kaye, Barry Cobb, Sue Frost, Laura Holmes, Lola Miller, Cassandra Piovoso, Mark Shiflett 

 

8:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Nursery for babies and toddlers 
 

9:00 – 9:55 a.m.  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

  After TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN, if you wish, your children may leave the  
   Sanctuary and go to:   

 

 Godly Care – Children ages 2 – 4 experience simple worship rituals and 
learn key stories in the Bible.  They respond through crafts, songs and 
prayers.  Class meets in the Preschool Suite Classroom A. 

 

 Godly Play 1 – Children in Kindergarten through 2nd grade gather in the 
Ruth Christie Room to learn the language of God’s people through sacred 
space, stories, parables and liturgical actions. You may pick up your children 
in the Preschool Suite Classroom C. 

 

 Godly Play 2 – Children in grades 3 through 5 meet upstairs in the Meeting 
Room.  The stories in Godly Play 2 are longer and the work/response time 
offers added variety for the interests and abilities of older children.  You may 
pick up your children in the Preschool Suite Classroom C. 

 
10:10 a.m.        Celebrating Generosity and Advent Fair                Community Hall 
     
 

Later Today 
 

11:30 a.m.  Flying Solo Special Luncheon   Washington Street Ale House 
  4:30 p.m.  Heavenly Metal Handbell Choir     Classroom B 
  5:15 p.m.  180° Cast Rehearsal and Dinner   Classroom 6/Community Hall 
  6:00 p.m.  Clean But Not Straight – NA     Club Room 
  7:00 p.m.  Adult Handbell Ensemble     Classroom B 
  8:00 p.m.  AA        Club Room 

 
 
 
 

Westminster is certified as an “Earth Care Congregation” by the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
This honor means that we have exhibited exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation 
and being good stewards of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and 
advocacy. We are one of 140 congregations (out of more than 10,000) that has earned this 
distinction. 
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The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in honor of our dedicated Westminster 
pastors and staff by Josh Thomas, Rick Suarez and Alejandro. 
 

Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, 
while expressing praise and thanksgiving to God.  Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-
6719 or lwatson@ycst.com. 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers:   
 

 Westminster’s homebound family who can no longer attend worship with us, by sending a card, saying 
a prayer, or visiting.  This week we ask you to remember Hazel Gregory and Betty Murchison at Maris 
Grove and Frieda Tice, Hillcrest Retirement Community. 
 

Westminster’s Covenant Prayer Group prays weekly for specific needs of the faith community. You may 
submit a prayer request by leaving a confidential message on 302-654-5848, ext. 335, or filling out a prayer 
request card (in the pew pocket) and placing it in the offering plate. 
 
Afghanistan often seems far away, and we may neglect to realize that Americans, as well as Afghans and 
members of coalition forces continue to die.  As Christians, we are called to pray for the spreading of peace and 
justice and an end to violence.  If someone in your family is serving in the military, please let us know, so that we 
may include that person on our prayer list.  Contact Colleen Falasco: 302-654-5214 ext. 131, or cfalasco@wpc.org. 
 

This week we pray for 
 

 Those known to the WPC Community presently serving in various locations:   
Brian Gorman, Jeremy Lushnat 
 

 Those who have returned from service, possibly suffering from wounds or Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, whose scars may by deep and long-lasting. 

 

 
 

 

Worship Resources – You may obtain large print hymnals and hearing devices from any usher.  Worship bags 
for children ages 3-6 include a children’s bulletin designed for them.  Children’s bulletins for ages 7-12 are also 
available from the ushers. 
 
All children who leave the sanctuary after Children’s Time must have a completed yellow security label on their 
back.  If you do not find a security label in the pew pocket, you may obtain one in the Preschool Suite. This policy 
is for your child’s protection.  Thank you for your help. 
 
Are you wearing a nametag?  Whether you are a long-time member or new to the church, wearing a nametag 
provides others the opportunity to meet you, greet you by name, and for you to become more familiar with others 
at church.  You will find nametags and markers in baskets at all major entrances. 
 
You may make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website www.wpc.org and 
click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone.   
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SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND PRAYER 

WORSHIP NOTES 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
MUSIC OF THE TOWER BELLS  Craig Checkel 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
 
Advent is a clanging bell, a screeching siren, a blasting trumpet warning us not to put off our commitment to 
follow Jesus.  There is no better time to pray, to forgive, and to help the disadvantaged and vulnerable.  Our 
immediate task is to respond to the love that God has shown us in Christ.  Let us live in buoyant hope while 
we respond to our Savior’s presence among us  – in Scripture, in prayer, in the love we share with one another 
and with those in need. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please sign your name and pass the friendship folder to the person next to you. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE   “Oh, Come, Emmanuel” Wilbur Held 
    (Tune: Hymn #88) 

 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Bob, Lynn, Kevin, Jess, Morgan, and Caroline McKeown 
 

The church announces the coming of Christ because it speaks to a deep truth.  
 Christ is coming.   
Christ is always coming,  
 Christ is always entering a wounded heart and a troubled world.  
We light the first candle, the candle of hope,  
 as we express our longing for healing, for justice and the well-being of all creation. 

 

 ADVENT PRAYER 
 

 Loving God, as we embark on this Advent season,  
 we open all the dark places in our lives and memories  
 to the healing light of Christ. 
 Prepare our hearts to be transformed  
 and reveal your creative power of hope 
 that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen. 

 
*HYMN NO. 88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL 

   

 Vs. 1:  Choir 
 Vs. 2:  All 
 Vs. 3:  Men 
 Vs. 4:  Women 
 Vs. 5:  All 
 Vs. 6:  Choir 
 Vs. 7:  All 
 

At the asterisk (*), please stand as you are able. 
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TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN   Tom Stout 
 
Children through Grade 5 may leave for Godly Care, Godly Play 1, and Godly Play 2, or they may remain in worship. 

 
ANTHEM    “People, Look East” Christopher Steel 
    (Text: Hymn #105) 
    Westminster Choir 

 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 21:25-36 Testament, page 74 
   Craig Stabler, Lay Reader 
  
SERMON     Greg Jones 
 
*HYMN NO.87    “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” GENEVAN 42 
 
OFFERING 

 
“Be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share.”  (1 Timothy 6:18) 

 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM   Expectans Expectavi Charles Wood 

    Westminster Choir 
 

This sanctuary of my soul, 
 Unwitting I keep pure and whole, 
 Unlatch’d and lit, if Thou should’st care 
 To enter or to tarry there. 
 With parted lips and outstretch’d hands  

And list’ning ears Thy servant stands. 
 Call Thou early, call Thou late, 
 To Thy great service dedicate. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (HYMN NO. 607) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen 

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (page 35 in our Glory to God hymnal, using “debts” and “debtors”) 
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*HYMN NO. 756 “O God of Every Nation” LLANGLOFFAN 
  
BENEDICTION   
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE   Rhapsody on Helmsley Lloyd Webber 

  (Tune: Hymn #348) 
 

GOING FORTH 
 

If you are visiting with us and wish to learn more about our church family,  
we invite you to meet today’s ambassador, Marlys Kerr, following the congregational meeting.   

She is happy to share information about our many programs for children, youth and adults. 
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Christmas Boxes Project Is Under Way! 
 

Every year, Westminster fills over 125 boxes at Christmas with food and gifts 
for those in need in our community. Here’s how you can help: 
 

 Take one or more “Wish Stars” from a Christmas tree in the Pavilion 
or near Rodney Chapel. Sign the log book by the tree for each 
star you take! 

 Buy and wrap the gifts with the Wish Stars taped to the outside of the 
package. Place them in one of the festively wrapped collection bins by 
Sunday, December 6. 

 Donate any of the following food items: boxed cereal and stuffing mix, 
and canned sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce, and fruit. 
Bring the food donations to church by Sunday, December 6 and 
place them in one of the collection bins. 

 

More detailed information and additional ways to help can be found in the 
Weekly Word e-newsletter and the upcoming December 2015 issue of The 
Westminster Chimes. There will also be an “Answer Elf” at each tree on Sunday 
mornings to answer questions. 

FOLLOW THE BALLOONS! 
  

This Morning 
10:10 a.m. in Community Hall 

 

                                    
 

Westminster has created our version of the Yellow Brick Road with blue and white balloons lining the 
hallways and stairwells leading from the Sanctuary to Community Hall. Follow the path and join the fun as 
we celebrate the spirit of generosity that permeates our community of faith! Card-making for the 
Christmas boxes, play area and Nativity scenes for children, special (free!) refreshments, music, images – 
such celebration as we share God’s grace, which surrounds us and fills our lives with gifts beyond measure. 
Come celebrate! 

 



 


