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Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here or join 

us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and empowering people 

– whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the transforming power of Christ in our 

congregation, community and the world beyond. 
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We hope you will stay connected with our community of faith during this season of social distancing by subscribing 

to the Westminster Weekly Word e-newsletter through the homepage of our website (www.wpc.org), liking us on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/wpcdelaware), or following us on Instagram (www.instagram.com/wpcdelaware). 
 

 

Today at Westminster 
 

8:45 – 10:00 a.m. Food Collection for Emmanuel Dining Room in the parking lot. 

 

9:00 – 9:45 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary  

   Anyone over the age of five is required to wear a mask and children must remain with  

   their parents. 

 

5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 180 Youth meet in the WPC parking lot (please see p. 6 for details).  

 

 Bible Box for children ages 2 through 5th grade is available today on YouTube (please see p. 6 for details). 

 

Please see page 6 for information on Educational Offerings for Adults. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Westminster has been recertified as an Earth Care Congregation by the Presbyterian Church (USA). This is 

the 11th year Westminster has received this honor. It means we exhibit exceptional leadership in protecting God’s 

creation and are good stewards of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and advocacy. Only 

2% of the 10,000 Presbyterian congregations in the U.S. have earned this honored distinction.   

 

Earth Day is this week, Thursday, April 22. Check out the April Chimes article from the Earth Care Task 

Force about native plants, and watch for postings in the Weekly Word e-newsletter, and each day this week in 

Facebook/Instagram, about soil, native plants, wildlife and birds, water, and the exciting Homegrown National 

Park.   

 

Westminster is also a Matthew 25 Congregation that strives to eradicate systemic poverty, dismantle structural 

racism, and build congregational vitality. The gospel calls us to actively engage in the world so that our faith 

comes alive. 

 

The mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ, with the 

help of God's grace, by working for the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking 

understanding and reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a still more just and inclusive church. 

 

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Jeannette Slocomb Edwards by Ells 

Edwards. 

 

Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, 

while expressing praise and thanksgiving to God. Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-

6719 or lwatson@ycst.com.  

 

Recently hospitalized: Craig Wemmers 

 

Westminster’s Prayer Team prays for the needs of our community of faith. You may submit a prayer request 

by sending an email to wpcprayerlist@gmail.com. 

 

You can make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website 

www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone.  

https://www.wpc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wpcdelaware
https://www.instagram.com/wpcdelaware
https://view.publitas.com/westminster/chimes-apr2021/page/22-23
mailto:lwatson@ycst.com
mailto:wpcprayerlist@gmail.com
https://www.wpc.org/
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 
 

TOWER CHIME Susan Spilecki 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  This Is My Father’s World Dale Wood 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

We gather in awe before the Source of all things. 

 We come to praise the Maker of heaven and earth.  

Powerful Presence above us, below us, within us and around us, 

 touch us with a sense of wonder and a reverence for your good creation. 

 

HYMN NO. 14 For the Beauty of the Earth (Vs. 1 & 2) DIX 

 
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

 Mighty God, in the beginning,  

 when the firm earth emerged from the waters of life  

 you saw that it was good.   

 The fertile ground was moist, the seed was strong  

 and earth's profusion of color and scent was born.   

 Awaken our senses this day to the goodness that still stems from Eden.   

 Awaken our senses to the goodness that can still spring forth in us 

 and in all that has life.  Amen.        J. Philip Newell, Celtic Benediction 

 

Click here to watch today’s TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN on Westminster’s YouTube channel. 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Genesis 1:1-5 & 24-31  

 

ANTHEM Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain David H. Williams 

 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God hath brought his Israel into joy from sadness. 

Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters, 

Led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 

’Tis the spring of souls today: Christ hath burst his prison, 

And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun hath risen. 

All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 

From his light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 

With the royal feast of feasts, comes its joy to render; 

Comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 

Welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection. 

Neither might the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal, 

Nor the watchers, nor the seal hold thee as a mortal. 

But today amidst thine own thou didst stand, bestowing 

That thy peace, which evermore passeth understanding. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIAr0EliSEqZTAQYB5rfE463fxEpPiXBh
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SERMON  Gregory Knox Jones 

 

HYMN NO. 17 Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! (Vs. 2 & 3) WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN 
 

Sing praise, O earth, sing praises! 

Sing praises, hill and plain, 

you mountains thrusting skyward, 

you valleys ripe with grain! 

Sing praise, each fragrant flower; 

your fairest hues display. 

Sing praise, you trees of autumn 

in glowing, glad array! 

Sing praises, all you creatures 

in whom God takes delight: 

you whales that roam the oceans, 

you eagles in your flight! 

Sing praise, you sheep on hillsides,  

you cattle in the stall! 

Though wordless, sing your praises 

to God who made you all! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Gregory Knox Jones 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN NO. 715 The Earth Belongs to God Alone (Vs. 1 & 4) SIMMONS 
 

The earth belongs to God alone; 

hard clay, rich soil, fine sand. 

Give thanks wherever food is grown 

on borrowed holy land. 

Till God endows the earth once more 

with Eden’s state of grace, 

may we endeavor to restore 

all land as sacred space. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE  Fanfare on DIX Phil Lehenbauer 

  

At the conclusion of the Postlude, please exit the sanctuary, row by row, beginning with the last pew to 

the front pew. Those sitting in the side transepts exit from the front pew to the back pew down the center 

aisle to the narthex. Please wait until an usher directs you to leave. You may want to have a conversation 

with others you have missed during the lockdown. We ask that you please meet them outside, maintaining 

the required six-foot social distancing, while continuing to wear your mask. 

 

GOING FORTH: OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES TO GOD 

 

With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, 

and part of our income in service to God. One way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial 

gifts to further God’s mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering 

to support the many ministries of Westminster Presbyterian Church by clicking “Donate Now” on the 

homepage of our website (www.wpc.org). 

  

https://www.wpc.org/
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SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

The resources for children attached at the end of the online bulletin are provided by Illustrated Ministry. Please 

print them to participate in this service or for family devotions throughout the week. 
  

PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-736679 and CCLI 

License #CSPL187609. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain, David H. Williams. 

Copyright © 1955 The H.W. Gray Co. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679. 

 

Fanfare on DIX, Phil Lehenbauer. 

Copyright © 2021 Phil Lehenbauer. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Sing Praise to God, You Heavens! Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. 

Text copyright © 2006 GIA Publications. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679. 

 

The Earth Belongs to God Alone, Adam M.L. Tice and William P. Rowan. 

Text copyright © 2011 GIA Publications. All rights reserved.  

Music copyright © 1993 Selah Publishing Co. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679. 

 

This Is My Father’s World, Dale Wood. 

Copyright © 1993 The Sacred Music Press. All rights reserved.  

Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679. 
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EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS 
 

You can find virtual Christian education and small group opportunities on the homepage of the Westminster website 

(www.wpc.org) and check out other Education Offerings for Adults on YouTube. 

 
 

Bible Boxes for Children (Age 2 – Grade 5) 
 

Westminster's virtual Sunday school programming continues with Bible Box, a YouTube series that combines 

Bible stories, crafts, and music. Materials for the crafts are provided for free. New content is uploaded every 

Sunday. The program runs through April 25. If you have questions, please email Alexis Droke at 

alexisdroke@wpc.org. 

 
 

180 Youth Gathering in the WPC Parking Lot! Join us TONIGHT from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Hey 180! We will meet for games, dinner, and fellowship. Don't forget your mask! See you there! For more 

information about 180 Youth Ministry for grades 6 – 12, contact Tommy at tommyjneilson@gmail.com.  

 
 

Online Bible Studies  
 

Wednesday afternoons, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. on Zoom (Midweek Manna Bible Study) 

https://zoom.us/j/97700423780?pwd=b1dGL2c4NXRjMlRBOWJWWElsTTg3dz09  

Zoom Meeting ID: 977 0042 3780 | Passcode: 547264 

The Midweek Manna Bible Study, facilitated by the Rev. Sudie Niesen Thompson, is reading through the Gospel 

of Matthew. New faces always welcome! 

 

Wednesday evenings, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88941171153?pwd=MmxuZWFvREhZSVExS3IveXQvTUhaQT09 

Our Bible Study, facilitated by Randy Williamson and Mary Anne Peters, continues and new faces are always welcome. 

 
 

WPC Peace & Justice Online Education Events 
 

“Let’s Talk About It” –  A Periodic Series Interrupted by the Pandemic 

Thursday, April 22, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Facilitated by Sue Linderman 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86027521655 

 

While we may not be able to gather in person, we still value opportunities to experience the challenges and 

benefits that come from bringing racial issues into the light of day, with openness to differing opinions and 

respect for one another. All are welcome to join us on Thursday, April 22, as we share our reflections on the trial 

of Derek Chauvin and the death of George Floyd. Use the Zoom link above, or go to zoom.us/join, enter Meeting 

ID 860 2752 1655 and click "Join."   

 

 

https://www.wpc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIAr0EliSEqYxq8OwMNjs-80HlwW5gxG7
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIAr0EliSEqZ8ZxyWIJjlJ5RLdS6KW-q2
mailto:alexisdroke@wpc.org
mailto:tommyjneilson@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/97700423780?pwd=b1dGL2c4NXRjMlRBOWJWWElsTTg3dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88941171153?pwd=MmxuZWFvREhZSVExS3IveXQvTUhaQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86027521655
https://zoom.us/join
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Join Us for In-person Worship in Our Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, April 25 • 9:00 AM 
 

 

Our sanctuary is open on Sunday mornings for one worship 

service at 9:00 a.m. Attendance is limited and an online 

reservation (one per family) is required. When we reach the 

maximum number of reservations we can safely host, the 

reservations will close. We have established guidelines for your 

safety, which include social distancing, wearing a mask, and the 

use of no-touch sanitizing stations. The liturgy will be emailed to 

you after you make your online reservation. You are encouraged 

to print the liturgy from home and bring it to the service or pull 

it up on your mobile device; a limited number of printed copies 

will be available. 

The decision to attend in-person worship rests with each individual. A virtual livestreamed/recorded option 

continues to be available on our website (www.wpc.org) and on our YouTube channel. 
 

To make your online reservation for April 25 worship in the sanctuary, click here! 

 

• VIRTUAL TRIVIA NIGHT • 
 

Wednesday, April 28 | 7:00 p.m. | via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88920482642 
 

Join the Deacons for a Spring-themed virtual trivia night using 

Zoom and Kahoot! The friendly competition is fast and fun, and 

no experience is needed to play. All ages and families welcome. 

Use this link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88920482642. 

RSVPs welcome though not required. All questions may be 

directed to Jenn Blackford (blackfordj11@gmail.com). 
 

 

https://www.wpc.org/uploads/COVID-19_Guidelines_for_Worshipping_in_Our_Sanctuary.pdf
http://www.wpc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpP6ZRmdvxhBxGp9xxsXUVQ
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/april-25-2021-900-am-worship-in-the-sanctuary-registration-150579203451
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88920482642
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88920482642
mailto:blackfordj11@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 

Gregory Knox Jones, Head of Staff 

Sudie Niesen Thompson, Associate Pastor 

Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant 
 

MUSIC STAFF 

Director of Music/Organist: Dr. F. Anthony Thurman 

Director of Music for Children and Youth: Alexis Droke 

Choristers: Hye Eun Choi, Sharon Babcock, Jason Berger, Brenton Mattox 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES STAFF 

Director of Preschool Ministries: Teisha Fooks 

Nursery: Beatrice Taylor, Kristen Wolanski 
 

YOUTH LEADERS 

Tommy Neilson: Interim 180 Leader 

Josh Cox, Emily Knepper, Molly McPheeters 

 

SUPPORT STAFF 

Susan Alexander, Reception Area Supervisor 

Mary Clark, Office Assistant for Data and Archives 

Paul Crothamel, Director of Facilities and Security 

Colleen Falasco, Director of Financial Operations 

Nicole Hughes, Director of Marketing and Communications 

Jerry Hunter, Financial Assistant 

Suzie Hurlock, Administrative Assistant 

Cathy Lang, Administrative Assistant 

Sextons: Robert King, Daniel Steele, Joan Truitt, John Young 
 

SESSION 

Michelle Butler, Sally Buttner, Clark Collins, Bob Cox, Michael Enderle, Jessica Fischer,  

Dick Jolly, Carla Krupanski, Faith Kuehn, David Máthé, Kelly McCulloch, Susan McPheeters,  

KC Morrison, Jan Patrick, Chip Pfleegor, Todd Piercy, Roger Reinicker, Carrie Saathoff,  

Kent Smith, Janet Steinwedel, Barbara Stratton, Gill Timon, Mary Vane, Susan Williamson 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

Amy Bickhart, Jennifer Blackford, Russ Butler, Kyle Carrick, Ron Carrick, Beatty Chadwick, 

 Diane Chandler, Eadie Churchill, Joe Daley, Tammy Daley, Kate Dietz, Nancy Fleming, Kendra Gallagher,  

Lili Gerstenschlager, Jamie Hickey, Paul Kelly, Mary Laskaris, Tara Lee, Arun Loptes, Gathoni Murugi-Jenkins,  

Marsha Mah, Dan McAllister, Blair McConnel, Debbie McCullough, Robert Moore, Roland Pamm, Lynne Perkins,  

Emily Pfaff, Sandie Reinicker, Patti Ridout, Robin Rosser, Lisa Stoddard, Lois Underhill,  

Sandra Wermus, Pam Wilson, Pam White, Sue Weissinger, Debbie Wise 
 

TRUSTEES 

Rich Albert, Charles Babcock, Mark Gerstenschlager, Fred Iobst, Brock Jobe, Sue Linderman,  

Tom Preston, Kris Qualls, Bob Ridout, Stan Stevenson, Bruce Weber, Dan Weintraub 
 

PARTNERS IN WORLDWIDE MINISTRY 

DR Congo – PCUSA Mission Co-workers: Jeff and Christi Boyd, Larry and Inge Sthreshley;  

Kananga Presbytery and Members of Kamulumba-Ditalala Parish 

Iraq, Syria and Lebanon – PCUSA Mission Co-workers: the Reverends Elmarie and Scott Parker 

Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches, Ibillin and Haifa, Israel/Palestine – Peace Drums Steel Band  

Guatemala – CEDEPCA, AJPU, Rosario Diaz and the Association of Mam Christian Women for Development 
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