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Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here or join
us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and empowering people
– whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the transforming power of Christ in our
congregation, community and the world beyond.
Covenant Network Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Earth Care Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Matthew 25 Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
1502 West 13th Street ♦ Wilmington, DE 19806 ♦ 302-654-5214 ♦ www.wpc.org
We hope you will stay connected with our community of faith during this season of social distancing by subscribing to the Westminster
Weekly Word e-newsletter through the homepage of our website (www.wpc.org), liking us on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/wpcdelaware), or following us on Instagram (www.instagram.com/wpcdelaware).

Today at Westminster
8:30 – 10:00 a.m.

Food Collection for Emmanuel Dining Room in the Westminster parking lot and Cereal Sunday
for the Hanover Pantry in the Westminster parking lot.

9:00 – 9:45 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary. See link below for guidelines.

9:45 – 10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Time in the Meeting Room.

11:15 – 12:00 p.m.

Living Mosaics in Rodney Chapel.

12:00 – 12:15 p.m.

Fellowship Time in the Meeting Room.

For a link to our revised COVID policy go to:
https://www.wpc.org/uploads/Westminster_COVID-19_Mask_Policy_and_Safety_Measures.pdf

Please see page 6 for information on Educational Offerings for Adults.

The Music: The fully vaccinated and masked Westminster Choir will lead our hymns. Please join us in lifting your voices
in praise! We hear the words of Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, educator, and civil rights leader, set to
music by Dan Forrest. Thurman’s powerful poetry reminds us that the work of Christmas—our work—is not over but only
beginning. How we respond—both individually and as the community of faith known as Westminster Presbyterian
Church—is the challenge we receive from today’s anthem.
Westminster has been certified as an Earth Care Congregation by the Presbyterian Church (USA) for the 11th consecutive
year. This honor means we exhibit exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation and are good stewards of earth’s resources
through our worship, education, outreach and advocacy. Only 2% of the 10,000 Presbyterian congregations in the U.S. have
earned this honored distinction.
Westminster is a Matthew 25 Congregation that strives to eradicate systemic poverty, dismantle structural racism, and build
congregational vitality. The gospel calls us to actively engage in the world so that our faith comes alive.
Westminster is a member of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians whose mission is to strengthen the church of Jesus
Christ, with the help of God's grace, by working for the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, seeking
understanding and reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a more just and inclusive church.
Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, while expressing
praise and thanksgiving to God. Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 or lwatson@ycst.com. Dates
are available are January 9, 16 and 30; and February 2022.
Recently hospitalized: Chris Waisanen.
Westminster’s Prayer Team prays for the needs of our community of faith. You may submit a prayer request by
email: wpcprayerlist@gmail.com.
You can make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website
www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 2022
TOWER CHIME

Craig Checkel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

In Thee Is Joy

J.S. Bach

CALL TO WORSHIP
We stand at the turning of the year,
looking back on what has been
and ahead to what is to come.
Our faith is fragile because our world is plagued by suffering and evil.
Our hope is dimming as our world is crucified by hatred and torn apart by violence.
Our world is but a shadow of the greatness for which God created it.
And yet we cling to the vision we discover in the Scriptures
that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will never overcome it.
*HYMN NO. 156

Sing of God Made Manifest

SALZBURG

Click here to watch today’s TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN on Westminster’s YouTube channel.
OPENING PRAYER
Mighty God,
who brought us through the darkness of the night
to the light of this new day,
we give you thanks:
for the light of beauty that whispers its truth in surprising ways,
for the light of compassion that washes road-soiled, life-battered feet,
and for the light of joy that glows even in the darkness of grief and suffering.
We pray that you will guide us through this year:
whether in dark or light,
whether in heartbreak or gladness
whether in trial or celebration,
that your light might shine in us and through us
into the dark corners of our world.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the light of the world. Amen.
SCRIPTURE LESSON

John 1:1-14

SERMON
ANTHEM

New Testament, page 79
Gregory Knox Jones

The Work of Christmas

Dan Forrest

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flock,
the work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers, to make music from the heart.
—Howard Thurman

Passages in bold print may be spoken or sung by all. At the asterisk (*), please stand as you are able.
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CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
The Bread of Life has come to satisfy the hungry.
The Good Shepherd has come to seek the lost.
The Mother Hen has come to gather her chicks.
The Word has become flesh and dwells among us.
*HYMN NO. 494

Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts (Vs. 1, 3 & 5)

QUEBEC

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Eternal God…
THE LORD’S PRAYER (page 35 in our Glory to God hymnal, using “debts” and “debtors”)
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
PRAYER FOLLOWING COMMUNION
Loving God, we pray that we may know Christ’s transforming love
and live a new life patterned on his.
Give us who are nourished by him,
the grace to share our bread with people who are hungry
and with those whose hearts are hungry.
Keep us faithful in your service on this earth
until the day we join you in your eternal realm.
Through Christ, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN NO. 459

O Word of God Incarnate

MUNICH

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Bach

Join us for a time of fellowship following worship.
You can enjoy coffee, tea, and hot chocolate in Rodney Chapel and the Meeting Room.
GOING FORTH: OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES TO GOD
With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, and a
portion of our income in service to God. A tangible way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial
gifts to further God’s mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering to
support the many ministries of Westminster Presbyterian Church by clicking “Donate Now” on the homepage of
our website (www.wpc.org).
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SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The resources for children attached at the end of the online bulletin are provided by Illustrated Ministry. Please print them to participate
in this service or for family devotions throughout the week.
PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-736679 and CCLI License #CSPL187609.
All rights reserved.
Sing of God Made Manifest, Carl P. Daw Jr.
Text copyright © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
The Work of Christmas, Dan Forrest.
Text from A Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations, copyright © 1985 Friends United Press.
Music copyright © 2014 Beckenhorst Press Inc. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
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EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS
You can find virtual Christian education and small group opportunities on the homepage of the Westminster
website (www.wpc.org) and discover other Education Offerings for Adults on YouTube.

180 Youth – No 180 meeting tonight!
Our next meeting is January 9, 2022 when we will kick off the New Year! For more information about 180 youth
ministry for grades 6 to 12, contact Tommy at tommyjneilson@gmail.com.

Online Bible Studies
Midweek Manna Bible Study – Wednesdays at Noon on Zoom (Resumes January 12)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89503349345?pwd=SlJrY2V2Y2tYa3JWQXk5ak1iZU1Idz09
The Midweek Manna Bible Study, facilitated by the Rev. Sudie Niesen Thompson, will resume on January 12 and
begin a short study on Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Then, on January 26, Midweek Manna will take on
something a bit different ... a novel! We will discuss The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd, which tells the story
of a remarkable young woman named Ana who, in the author’s imagination, becomes the wife of Jesus of
Nazareth. Pick up a copy of this engaging novel and join us for our conversation on January 26! New faces always
welcome.
Thursday Evenings – 6–7 p.m. on Zoom
Our Bible Study, facilitated by Randy Williamson and Mary Anne Peters, continues and new faces are always
welcome. Contact Randy Williamson at randywilliamson1@comcast.net and he will send the Zoom link.

WPC Peace & Justice Online Education Events
How to Overcome Our Biases? Walk Boldly Toward Them
Thursday, January 6, 7 p.m. on Zoom
TED Talk by Verna Myers followed by discussion
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86027521655
When we’re honest with ourselves, each of us recognizes that we hold certain biases. Perhaps you don’t like
Brussels sprouts. While that bias may be no big deal, our biases toward other people can damage our ability to
function collaboratively within our community and can prevent us from taking action to advocate for meaningful
societal change. Vernā Myers is an inclusion strategist, cultural innovator, and social commentator well-known
for her high-energy keynotes, her captivating insights, and her ability to help people bridge differences and
connect more meaningfully. Join us as we watch Vernā’s 20-minute video then discuss our reactions and
possibilities for action.

Women’s Online Community Group - 2nd and 4th Thursday at 5 p.m.
The women of Westminster connect for heartfelt and enriching discussions on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month from 5 to 6 p.m. The Rev. Jill Getty facilitates this group on Zoom. We will resume on January 13. Happy
New Year! Use the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/477914100
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Helping Hands Glove Project
January 2022
Please remember to bring your new gloves, mittens,
hats, and/or scarves to Westminster during the
month of January to benefit very poor men, women
and children in our area.
Collection boxes will be set up inside the entry doors
and by the reception desk. Bring your donations
anytime you plan to be in or near church and we will
deliver them to the Friendship House Clothing Bank
to distribute to those in need.
Thank you for providing warmth to those battling the
winter elements!
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OPERATION ALLIES WELCOME:
A Conversation between Governor Markell
and Senator McBride
Sunday, January 9, 10 a.m. in the sanctuary
On Sunday, January 9, we will have a unique opportunity
to learn about the Afghan refugee resettlement program.
Immediately following the 9:00 service, State Senator and
Westminster member Sarah McBride will speak with Jack
Markell, who served as Governor of Delaware from
2009 to 2017 and is now the White House Coordinator
for Operation Allies Welcome. Former Governor
Markell and Senator McBride will discuss this project,
which supports vulnerable Afghans as they resettle in the
United States. Join us in the sanctuary or via the
livestream to hear their conversation and learn about
this important issue.

Philadelphia Brass and Organ Concert
Sunday, January 16 | 3 p.m.
Join us in person or via livestream!
The Philadelphia Brass, one of America's finest professional
brass ensembles, will present a concert of music for brass and
organ in our church sanctuary, joined by Westminster's
Director of Music/Organist, Dr. F. Anthony Thurman.
A concert livestream will be provided on YouTube for those
unable to attend in person. The concert is free and open to
the public. A free-will offering is requested.
Visit wpc.org to review current COVID-19 guidelines.
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Suggested for use on January 2, 2022 based on the RCL.
Copyright ©️ 2022 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for
congregational use provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedministry.com

Activities based on Jeremiah 31:7-14, Ephesians 1:3-14, John 1:(1-9), 10-18.

PRAISE
GRACE
FORGIVENESS
RICHES
WISDOM
MYSTERY

PLAN
HEAVEN
EARTH
HOPE
TRUTH
GOSPEL

Try to find the words from Ephesians in the word
search below. Words may go diagonal, up OR down
and forward OR backward.

BLESSED
JESUS
FOUNDATION
HOLY
LOVE
ADOPTION

John describes Jesus as both the Word and the
greatest kind of Light—a Light no darkness could
overcome. What words or images would you use to
describe Jesus? Draw them here.

