Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
October 24, 2021

Westminster Presbyterian Church extends an enthusiastic welcome, in Christ’s name, to all who worship here or join
us in fellowship. Our church family seeks to embody God’s boundless love by embracing, liberating and empowering people
– whoever they are and wherever they may be on their faith journeys – to realize the transforming power of Christ in our
congregation, community and the world beyond.
Covenant Network Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Earth Care Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Matthew 25 Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
1502 West 13th Street ♦ Wilmington, DE 19806 ♦ 302-654-5214 ♦ www.wpc.org

We hope you will stay connected with our community of faith during this season of social distancing by subscribing to the
Westminster Weekly Word e-newsletter through the homepage of our website (www.wpc.org), liking us on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/wpcdelaware), or following us on Instagram (www.instagram.com/wpcdelaware).

Today at Westminster
8:30 – 10:00 a.m.

Food Collection for Emmanuel Dining Room in the Westminster parking lot.

9:00 – 9:45 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary. See guidelines on page 5.

9:00 – 9:45 a.m.

Prayground in Community Hall. Worship is live streamed and activities are provided for
children. Masking (for those over the age of 2) and social distancing are required.
See guidelines on page 5.

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Confirmation Class in Rodney Chapel.

10:15 – 10:45 a.m.

Psalms Alive! in Grace Hall. Pre-registration is required. See page 6 for details.

5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

180 Youth in the Westminster picnic area for a bonfire. See page 6 for details.



Bible Box - New episodes of our interactive, children's web series Bible Box will be available on our YouTube
channel today. See page 6 for details.

Please see page 6 for information on Educational Offerings for Adults.
Today’s Music: The fully vaccinated and masked Westminster Choir will sing our hymns and will bring an anthem by John
Bertalot. The British organist and composer led the music program at Trinity Church in Princeton for 15 years. His
compositions are published by more than a dozen publishing houses on both sides of the Atlantic.
Christmas Bells Will Soon Be Ringing! The Westminster Handbell Choir will be ringing in worship on Sunday, December
19. We need to fill at least two (2) more positions with players. Rehearsals for Christmas will be on Wednesdays from 5:30–
6:30 p.m. beginning November 10. Orientation for first-time players will be on Nov. 3. Contact TonyThurman@wpc.org for
more information or to participate.
Westminster has been certified as an Earth Care Congregation by the Presbyterian Church (USA) for the 11th
consecutive year. This honor means we exhibit exceptional leadership in protecting God’s creation and are good stewards
of earth’s resources through our worship, education, outreach and advocacy. Only 2% of the 10,000 Presbyterian
congregations in the U.S. have earned this honored distinction.
Westminster is a Matthew 25 Congregation that strives to eradicate systemic poverty, dismantle structural racism, and
build congregational vitality. The gospel calls us to actively engage in the world so that our faith comes alive.
Westminster is a member of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians whose mission is to strengthen the church of Jesus
Christ, with the help of God's grace, by working for the unity of the church, furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons,
seeking understanding and reconciliation, and joining with others seeking a more just and inclusive church.
The flowers on the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of her family by Margaret Lounsbury.
Recently hospitalized: Chris Waisanen.
Consider giving the flowers for Sunday worship to remember or honor loved ones or to celebrate an event, while
expressing praise and thanksgiving to God. Please contact Linda Watson during business hours at 302-571-6719 or
lwatson@ycst.com. Available date is November 28.
Westminster’s Prayer Team prays for the needs of our community of faith. You may submit a prayer request by
email: wpcprayerlist@gmail.com.
You can make a contribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church by visiting our website
www.wpc.org and click the “Donate Now” button or scan the QR code on your smart phone.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP- SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021
TOWER CHIME

Craig Checkel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Amazing Grace

Gerald Near

CALL TO WORSHIP
Lord Christ, open our eyes
to see clearly the light of the world.
Holy Spirit, illumine our minds
to perceive God’s glory shining among us.
Almighty God, prepare our hearts
to see, to trust, to worship the Messiah.
HYMN NO. 22

God of the Sparrow (Vs. 1, 4 & 6)
God of the sparrow God of the whale
God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe
How does the creature say Praise

God of the hungry God of the sick
God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care
How does the creature say Life

God of the ages God near at hand
God of the loving heart
How do your children say Joy
How do your children say Home

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of grace,
you claim us as beloved children and call us to follow you,
but we do not always live out this calling.
We stifle the gifts you have given us
rather than using them for your glory.
We sidestep opportunities to offer kindness
rather than showing love to our neighbors.
We pretend we can do nothing to further justice in our world
and shy away from taking risks for the sake of the gospel.
Forgive us, Lord.
Transform us by your grace,
so that our words may further righteousness
and our deeds be pleasing in your sight.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
who offers us new life. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
Click here to watch today’s TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN on Westminster’s YouTube channel.
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ROEDER

ANTHEM

Amazing Grace

John Bertalot

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch; like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come:
‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun.

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Mark 10:46-52

SERMON

Sudie Niesen Thompson

HYMN NO. 726

Will You Come and Follow Me (Vs. 1, 3 & 5)

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known;
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”

KELVINGROVE

“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?”

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

David Robertson

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
HYMN NO. 644

Give Thanks, O Christian People (Vs. 1, 2 & 4)
ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN

Give thanks, O Christian people, for workers of our day
who heed the call to service and make it their life's way
to go to feed the hungry, to tend to those in need,
to work for equal justice, till all God's folk are freed.

Give thanks, O Christian people, for leaders of our years
who live to share with others our joy when Christ appears,
to teach the ones who seek light, to guide the faltering feet,
to lead the followers forward our living Lord to meet.

Give thanks, O Christian people, for life in fellowship
with all who trust our Savior their serving to equip:
to ease another's burdens, to cope in joy and stress,
to magnify God's message and Christ's great love confess.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Give Thanks, O Christian People

Johann C. Kittel

GOING FORTH: OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES TO GOD
With gratitude for the grace we have received, we go forth from worship to offer our energy, our hands, and a
portion of our income in service to God. A tangible way we respond to Christ’s call is by giving our financial
gifts to further God’s mission in the world. You may mail a check to the church or make an online offering to
support the many ministries of Westminster Presbyterian Church by clicking “Donate Now” on the homepage of
our website (www.wpc.org).
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SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The resources for children attached at the end of the online bulletin are provided by Illustrated Ministry. Please print them to
participate in this service or for family devotions throughout the week.
PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHTS
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE #A-736679 and CCLI License #CSPL187609. All
rights reserved.
Amazing Grace, John Bertalot.
Copyright © 1990 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
Amazing Grace, Gerald Near.
Copyright © 2011 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
Give Thanks, O Christian People, Mary Jackson Cathey.
Text copyright © 1986 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
God of the Sparrow, Jaroslave J. Vajada and Carl F. Schalk.
Text copyright © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Music copyright © 1983 GIA Publications. All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.
Will You Come and Follow Me, John L. Bell and Graham Maule.
Copyright © 1987 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications). All rights reserved.
Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736679.

Sunday Worship COVID Policy
Given the level of transmission in New Castle County, we are strongly encouraging everyone -including those who are fully-vaccinated -- to wear masks at all times while in the building, in
accordance with current CDC guidance.
 If you are fully vaccinated and comfortable going without a mask please sit in the front part of
the sanctuary and the side transepts. These sections are open seating and mask optional for
fully vaccinated people. Please access these sections via the lectern-side transept door off the
main hallway.
 If you are not vaccinated or choose to wear a mask, you will be able to social distance in the
back part of the sanctuary and balcony. Masks must be worn at all times in these sections.
Please access these sections through the Narthex (behind the screen at the rear of the
sanctuary).
 Ushers at both entrances will be masked and available to direct you to the proper section.
 Everyone is required to wear a mask when entering or exiting the building. This is for the wellbeing of those who are not vaccinated.
 If you have children too young to be vaccinated, you are welcome to worship in the sanctuary,
but we have also created a safe, kid-friendly space. We call it the Prayground. This worship
space is in Community Hall. We livestream our worship service into Community Hall and
provide materials to help young children engage in worship. Masking (for those over age 2) and
social distancing is required.
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EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS
You can find virtual Christian education and small group opportunities on the homepage of the Westminster
website (www.wpc.org) and check out other Education Offerings for Adults on YouTube.

"Psalms Alive!" – Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in Grace Hall
Come worship, jump, and jive with Psalms Alive! This innovative and custom-made program fuses elements of
worship and music education together to create a God-focused music program for families. Due to space
constraints, participation is limited and registration is required. Please email Alexis Droke at alexisdroke@wpc.org
for more information.

Bible Boxes for Children – YouTube
For children 2 years old through 5th grade, Bible Box is back again for another semester of stories, crafting, and
fun. Join Ms. Alexis on YouTube for this virtual and interactive Sunday School experience. Materials for the crafts
are provided for free. New content is uploaded every Sunday. The 2021 fall program runs through December 26.
If you have questions, please email Alexis Droke at alexisdroke@wpc.org.

180 Youth – Sundays from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Westminster picnic area!
Hey 180! This chilly weather is perfect for a bonfire! Join us this evening in the enclosed picnic area along Clayton
Street (across from the Community Garden) for a fun night around the fire! We'll roast hot dogs, play some
games, and have a great time! All students between 6th and 12th grade are welcome to join! Bring a mask in
case we need to go inside and dress warmly! See you there! For more information about 180 Youth Ministry,
contact Tommy at tommyjneilson@gmail.com.

Online Bible Studies
Midweek Manna Bible Study – Wednesdays at Noon on Zoom
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89503349345?pwd=SlJrY2V2Y2tYa3JWQXk5ak1iZU1Idz09
The Midweek Manna Bible Study, facilitated by the Rev. Sudie Niesen Thompson, will explore the genre of the
Hebrew Short Story by reading three Old Testament novellas: Ruth, Jonah, and Esther. In addition to being sacred
texts with important theological themes, these works are also great stories! Join us weekly on Zoom and spend
some time with Ruth, Jonah, Esther and other compelling figures from the Old Testament.
Thursday Evenings, 6–7 p.m. on Zoom
Our Bible Study, facilitated by Randy Williamson and Mary Anne Peters, continues and new faces are always
welcome. Contact Randy Williamson at randywilliamson1@comcast.net and he will send the Zoom link.

WPC Peace & Justice Online Education Events
Combating Violence in Wilmington
Thursday, October 28, 7 p.m. on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86027521655
Westminster’s Peace & Justice Work Group was formed in the Spring of 2018
with the twin goals of combating violence in Wilmington and promoting racial
justice. Join us as Criminal Investigations Division Captain Malcolm Stoddard, who is also a member of
Westminster, shares his perspectives on police legitimacy, crime strategies like COMPSTAT methodology, and
group violence intervention. Use the Zoom link above, or go to zoom.us/join, enter Meeting ID 860 2752 1655
and click "Join."
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Women’s Online Community Group – 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 5 p.m.
The women of Westminster connect for heartfelt and enriching discussions on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month from 5 to 6 p.m. The Rev. Jill Getty facilitates this group on Zoom.
Use the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/477914100

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
Dr. Nate Stucky: Faith in an Exhausted World
Sunday, November 7, 10 a.m.
Join us in person or online!
We live in a world grappling with multiple fatigues: environmental,
pandemic, screen, activism, politics. Does our faith have anything to
say in the face of such exhaustion? Does Christian faith connect
meaningfully with an exhausted creation (humans included)? The very
first stories in Scripture suggest that the vitality of creation is
intimately linked with rest and with humans’ willingness to understand
themselves as limited, responsible, deeply interconnected with
creation, and ultimately dependent on God’s grace. Come hear Dr.
Nate Stucky, Director of the Farminary Project at Princeton
Theological Seminary, return to these ancient stories for guidance,
inspiration, correction, and maybe even hope of rest. See the
October/November Chimes for more information.
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PASTORAL STAFF
Gregory Knox Jones, Head of Staff (on sabbatical)
Sudie Niesen Thompson, Associate Pastor
Jill Getty, Pastoral Care Assistant
MUSIC STAFF
Dr. F. Anthony Thurman, Director of Music/Organist
Alexis Droke, Director of Music for Children and Youth
Rebecca Hughes, soprano; Margaret Mezzacappa, mezzo soprano; Jerry Polman, bass; Section Leaders
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES STAFF
Teisha Fooks, Director of Preschool Ministries
Beatrice Taylor, Kristen Wolanski, Nursery
YOUTH LEADERS
Tommy Neilson, Interim 180 Leader
Josh Cox, Molly McPheeters
SUPPORT STAFF
Susan Alexander, Reception Area Supervisor
Mary Clark, Office Assistant for Data and Archives
Paul Crothamel, Director of Facilities and Security
Colleen Falasco, Director of Financial Operations
Nicole Hughes, Director of Marketing and Communications
Jerry Hunter, Manager of Accounting and Reporting
Suzie Hurlock, Administrative Assistant
Cathy Lang, Administrative Assistant
Robert King, Daniel Steele, Joan Truitt, John Young, Sextons
SESSION
Michelle Butler, Sally Buttner, Clark Collins, Bob Cox, Michael Enderle, Jessica Fischer,
Dick Jolly, Carla Krupanski, Faith Kuehn, David Máthé, Kelly McCulloch, Susan McPheeters,
KC Morrison, Jan Patrick, Chip Pfleegor, Todd Piercy, Roger Reinicker, Carrie Saathoff,
Kent Smith, Janet Steinwedel, Barbara Stratton, Gill Timon, Mary Vane, Susan Williamson
BOARD OF DEACONS
Amy Bickhart, Jennifer Blackford, Russ Butler, Kyle Carrick, Ron Carrick, Beatty Chadwick,
Diane Chandler, Eadie Churchill, Joe Daley, Tammy Daley, Kate Dietz, Nancy Fleming, Kendra Gallagher,
Lili Gerstenschlager, Jamie Hickey, Paul Kelly, Mary Laskaris, Tara Lee, Arun Loptes, Gathoni Murugi-Jenkins,
Marsha Mah, Dan McAllister, Blair McConnel, Debbie McCullough, Robert Moore, Roland Pamm, Lynne Perkins,
Emily Pfaff, Sandie Reinicker, Patti Ridout, Robin Rosser, Lisa Stoddard, Lois Underhill,
Sue Weissinger, Sandra Wermus, Pam White, Pam Wilson
TRUSTEES
Rich Albert, Charles Babcock, Mark Gerstenschlager, Fred Iobst, Brock Jobe,
Sue Linderman, Tom Preston, Kris Qualls, Bob Ridout, Stan Stevenson, Bruce Weber, Dan Weintraub
PARTNERS IN WORLDWIDE MINISTRY
DR Congo – PCUSA Mission Co-workers: Jeff and Christi Boyd, Larry and Inge Sthreshley;
Kananga Presbytery and Members of Kamulumba-Ditalala Parish
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon – PCUSA Mission Co-workers: the Reverends Elmarie and Scott Parker
Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches, Ibillin and Haifa, Israel/Palestine – Peace Drums Steel Band
Guatemala – CEDEPCA, AJPU, Rosario Diaz and the Association of Mam Christian Women for Development
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Psalm 34 says that when we focus on and think about
God, our faces will shine with joy! Connect the dots
to form your beautiful face. Around your face,
write or draw some things God’s given you which
bring joy.

Suggested for use on October 24, 2021 based on the RCL.
Copyright ©️ 2021 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. May be reproduced for
congregational use provided each copy carries this notice. illustratedministry.com

Activities based on Job 42:1-6, 10-17, Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22), Mark 10:46-52.

Mark 10 tells the incredible story of Jesus giving
Bartimaeus, a blind man, the ability to see again.
Draw how you imagine this miracle looked, and how
Bartimaeus felt.

Jesus and his friends needed to get to Jericho. Help
them find their way through the maze.

